
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Peter Pan comes to St Ann’s Allotments - thanks to 
pupils from the Nottingham Academy  
 
The Nottingham Academy is teaming up with city charities, The Renewal Trust and 
STAA, to put on a very special outdoor performance of Peter Pan at St Ann’s Allotments 
Community Orchard on 14th and 15th May from 4.30pm to 6.30pm.  
 
The performance, which has been created especially to make the most of this beautiful 
outdoor space, will involve around 30 pupils from the Nottingham Academy.  
 
The Community Orchard was set up by STAA in 2001 and includes mature fruit trees, a 
pond and a stream. With the apple and pear trees in full blossom it’s sure to make a 
stunning background to this unusual performance of the much-loved Peter Pan story.  
 
The audience will be escorted to the Community Orchard in small groups of around 20-
25 people, throughout the evening of the 14th and 15th May, by none other than 
Tinkerbell herself.  
 
Each group will then be led from scene to scene around the orchard, with the 
performance including five scenes in all. There’ll be three performances in total each 
night, to give as many people as possible the chance to see this unique production.  
 
Light refreshments will be available in the St Ann’s Allotments Visitor Centre - for the 
audience to enjoy before and after the show. The audience will be made up of 
participants’ families and friends.  
 
The Community Orchard is usually used as an educational and community hub, centred 
on local children and families. It provides free-to-access outdoor play sessions and 
monthly activity days. An exciting new addition is the recently built ‘straw bale’ house.  
 
Mr David Tungate, Principal of the Nottingham Academy, said:  
 
“A group of 30 pupils from Years 7 to 10 have been working on a re-telling of Peter Pan 
by JM Barrie. The promenade performances will involve the audience walking, from 
scene to scene, around the Community Orchard at St Ann’s Allotments, which is a close 
neighbour to our Ransom Road site. Hopefully the audience will feel that they are 



exploring Neverland themselves! We are proud to have produced this project with the 
Renewal Trust and STAA. This event promises to be truly magical.”  
 
Suzannah Bedford, Creative Director at The Renewal Trust says:  
 
“The Renewal Trust is delighted to be working with the Nottingham Academy and STAA 
once more, continuing the successful relationship forged through projects such as Nott 
Ballet and Rankin4Notts. The Renewal Trust’s Creative Programme is committed to 
bringing opportunities of the highest calibre to local people, and supporting those 
initiatives that otherwise would not be possible. This is such an exciting opportunity for 
pupils of the Nottingham Academy to perform in an unusual outdoor setting, and take 
audiences into the world of immersive theatre. The Community Orchard is a magical 
place and provides the perfect stage.” 
 

10 things you may not know about Peter Pan  
 
Find out more at: http://www.theguardian.com/childrens-books-site/2014/nov/25/top-10-
things-peter-pan-facts-jm-barrie 
 
1. Peter Pan was originally a play – later adapted into the 1911 novel Peter and Wendy. 
The first stage version opened at the Duke of York’s Theatre in London on 27 December 
1904.  
 
2. JM Barrie was constantly updating the story.  
 
3. Fairy Dust was added later for health and safety reasons. Originally, Peter and the 
Lost Boys could fly unaided, but after several reports of children injuring themselves 
attempting to fly from their beds, JM Barrie added Fairy Dust as a necessary factor for 
flying.  
 
4. The original productions pioneered new stage effects.  
 
5. The first Wendy house appeared on stage in 1904.  
 
6. Peter Pan didn’t wear all green, that’s partly a Disney invention. In the original stage 
productions he was said to wear auburns, tans, browns and cobwebs.  
 
7. Captain Hook went to Eton. In the original play, Hook’s last words are ‘Floreat Etona’, 
the Eton motto and during a lecture, JM Barrie confirmed his attendance at the school.  
 
8. “To die will be an awfully big adventure.” These famous lines were cut during 
productions of the show which occurred during the First World War.  
 
9. JM Barrie always wished to see a boy play Peter on stage, though he never lived to 
see it happen. Originally borne out of the theatrical tradition of women playing young 
boys, Peter Pan was often played by a woman. It’s also traditional to have the same 
actor playing Hook and Mr Darling.  
 
10. JM Barrie gave all the rights to Peter Pan to Great Ormond Street Hospital. The 
hospital has received royalties every time a production of the play is put on. Barrie 



requested that the amount raised from Peter Pan should never be revealed, and the 
hospital has always honoured his wishes. 
 
Ends  
 
For media enquiries please call Stephanie Robertson on 0115 924 4304 or email 
Stephanie@13souls.com  
 
If members of the public want to find out more about the Community Orchard they 
can contact Richard or Rachel on 0115 958 9255 or visit www.staa-
allotments.org.uk 
 
 
 


