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13-year-old Nottingham speed skater 
sets her sights on the next Winter 
Olympics - with the help of local 
charity The Renewal Trust 
When you think of skating legends from Nottingham you probably think of Torvill and Dean or the Nottingham 
Panthers ice hockey team but now, a 13-year-old speed skater from St Ann’s is aiming to add to that list, with the 
help of local charity The Renewal Trust. 

Holly Hoyland is already a successful junior speed skater, ranked 51st in the world over 333 metres in the World Under 
14 category, and the Trust came to her aid after one of their Trustees, Sean Burke, discovered that the organisation 
who supported her was closing down. 

Holly is currently ranked 61st in the world over 500 metres, 53rd over 777 metres and 129th over 1,000 metres. 

Peter Matkin from The Renewal Trust explains: 

“Holly trains at the National Ice Centre in Nottingham and is part of the Nottinghamshire Ice Racing Club for             
Short Track Speed Skating. 

The centre is also home to the Great Britain Short Track Speed Skating Squad who did so well at Sochi 2014            
and Holly has already been talent spotted by Talent ID coach Paul Worth, as one of two young women who are most 
likely to be selected to compete in the next Junior Winter Olympics in 2016. 

However, speed skating is a very expensive sport and Holly and her family have only limited means. For example, 
there’s the cost of training, equipment and travelling to international competitions. 

Our Trustee Sean is a Partner at the Nottingham branch of UK law firm Shoosmiths and with their help                                  
we’ve raised £900 towards these costs. We’ve also submitted a funding bid for £2,000 to the Nottinghamshire 
Masons and are currently awaiting their decision.

The Trust has a long track record of helping young people in St Ann’s and Sneinton, and we’re proud to be      
supporting Holly.” 
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Holly says: 

“With the Renewal Trust’s help, I’ve competed in three international competitions since September 2013, in Holland, 
Germany and Italy, and finished 20 out of 39 in the Junior D category at the end of the 2013/14 season.  

Now I’m gearing up for the British Junior Championships and training hard, both on and off the ice. 

I’ve also improved on my personal bests over different distances, skating 54.471 seconds over 500m (an improvement 
of 2.917 seconds) and 1.25.817 seconds over 777m (an improvement of 2.663 seconds). 

Without the Trust, none of this would have been possible and I’m grateful they’ve given me the chance to improve, 
better myself and get closer to my goal of being an Olympic speed skater.”

Holly’s coach, Amanda Worth agrees: 

“It’s been a great help having the support of the Renewal Trust and Holly wouldn’t be where she is today without it.” 

With team GB speed skater Elise Christie becoming the first British woman to reach an Olympic final at                                  
Sochi 2014, Holly has plenty of inspiration to help her on her way to the Junior Winter Olympics in 2016 and the 
next Winter Olympics in 2018.
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