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Groundbreaking community dance 
project for young people returns to 
St Ann’s and Sneinton for second 
year running 

Following its phenomenal success in 2013, Nott Ballet, a groundbreaking community dance project run by 
Nottingham charity The Renewal Trust, in partnership with the world renowned Birmingham Royal Ballet and 
Dance4, the region’s leading dance organisation, is back for 2014 from 23 to 27 June. 

This time around the project is called Nott Just Ballet and it will include a week of free workshops for up to 60 young 
people aged 8-to-16 from St Ann’s and Sneinton - run by Birmingham Royal Ballet - giving young people from the 
area the chance to learn ballet from one of the world’s best dance companies. 

The young people taking part will then come together to create a one-off performance for their family and friends at 
the Theatre Royal in Nottingham on Friday 27 June at 5pm, where the Birmingham Royal Ballet is also performing 
La Fille Mal Gardee from 25 to 28 June. The young people’s performance is also open to the public. 

Dancers and musicians from Birmingham Royal Ballet will be running dance workshops for young people from 
Nottingham Academy, Bluebell Hill Primary School and Edale Rise Primary and Nursery School, and a group from 
the wider community. 

The workshops will start from 23 June, with the aim of giving a new group of young people the chance to learn and 
perform ballet.

Alongside the workshops, work experience opportunities have been offered to local students who have an interest 
in working in the creative industries, with roles including press and PR, project management, costume, stage 
management and musical accompaniment. 

A student from Nottingham Trent University will document the week in photographs with a possible exhibition after 
the workshop week. 
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Suzannah Bedford, Creative Director at The Renewal Trust said: 

“We’re delighted to be working with Birmingham Royal Ballet and Dance4 once again, to bring the excellence of 
Nott Ballet to a new group of young people. 

The finale to the workshop week will be a performance on the main stage of the Theatre Royal, a befitting end to 
what we know will be the week of a lifetime for the young people taking part.” 

Pearl Chesterman, Director for Learning, Birmingham Royal Ballet said: 

“It’s wonderful for Birmingham Royal Ballet to return to Nottingham again this year bringing both performances 
and workshop opportunities.

 We’re delighted that we’ve been able to include opportunities for students interested in future careers to work 
alongside us on this project. We hope that everyone involved will have an enjoyable and inspiring experience.” 

Paul Russ, Chief Executive of Dance4 said:

“Last year’s project was such a success for all those taking part we want to recapture the same spirit this year. 

Nott Ballet gave young people a unique experience, working alongside world class artists and teachers, and we’re 
confident Nott Just Ballet will do the same for more young people this year – helping them build new friendships 
as well as developing a whole new range of skills.

This year’s young people will spend the week building confidence, self-esteem and artistic skills, leading up to their 
dance finale at the Theatre Royal.” 

To book tickets for the Nott Just Ballet performance on 27 June please call the Theatre Royal 
Box Office on 0115 989 5555. The performance is free but places are limited so you’ll need to 
book your place. 

The project is being funded by Arts Council England. 

To find out more please call Suzannah Bedford on 0115 911 2382 or 07909 941 827
or email suzannah@renewaltrust.org.uk


